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Abstract: We give the name of ‘The Purple Gold’ to the miraculous lavender 
plant, after following some analysis and evaluations to consider that it is one of the 
most important aromatic plants in existence. The review of literature proves that 
lavender is a shrub whose flower mass has beneficial properties on human health. It 
contains active substances that give the plant antiseptic, antidepressant, 
antispasmodic, carminative, healing, digestive and toning properties. That is why it 
is used as a curative source both internally and externally in traditional alternative 
medicine. It is therefore important to provide information on the content of these 
active substances present in the lavender plant and their curative capacity to 
promote their consumption. Lavender cultivation can be an important source of 
income for families living in rural areas. The aim of this study is to assess the 
economic impact of lavender cultivation in the Transylvanian Plateau on rural 
development. Data from representative case-studies were collected using direct 
interviews with farmers to establish the economic sustainability of this production 
in Romania. The study addresses some essential aspects of the bioactive properties 
of lavender as well as the investment feature in lavender plantations, their 
establishment, organization and financing in order to investigate the economic 
impact and profitability of lavender plantations for small and medium accessible 
farms in rural areas by farmers who do not have a very high capital. The farms are 
profitable even on small areas of land, and the success of the business depends on 
an efficient system of capitalization of the production, by processing the lavender 
flower mass resulting in lavender essential oils and derived products. Based on the 
representative study cases it was proved that the cultivation and processing of 
lavender is a sustainable business. 
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We give the name of ‘The Purple Gold’ to the miraculous lavender 
plant, after following some analysis and evaluations we consider that it is 
one of the most important aromatic plants in existence (Figure 1) 
(https://thepurplegold.com). 
In recent years, there has been an increase in the interest of the 
cultivation and use of lavender in Romania, in this case the Transylvanian 
Plateau area in small and medium farms, as it can be an important source of 
income for families living in rural areas. 
The ever-increasing demands of raw vegetable material for the food 
industry, chemical-pharmaceutical, cosmetic and other fields industries have 
accentuated its indispensability for human activity. 
 
 
Figure 1. Lavander ‘Purple Gold’ the flowers and leaves of the plant 
 (Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavandula) 
 
The review of literature proves that lavender (Lavandula 
angustifolia) is a perennial plant with the appearance of a bushy shrub, 
sensitive to water excess, heat loving native from the Mediterranean regions, 
has adapted very well in Romania, respectively the Transylvanian Plateau. 
Lavender flowers have many benefits and are used in many fields: health, 
cosmetics, food industry, textile industry, but the most important aspect is 
that they have extraordinarily beneficial properties on human health 
(Muntean et al., 2016). 
It contains active substances that give the plant antiseptic, 
antidepressant, antispasmodic, carminative, healing, digestive and toning 
properties. That is why it is used as a curative source both internally and 
externally in traditional alternative medicine (Neuwinger, 2000). It is 
therefore important to provide information on the content of these active 
substances present in the lavender plant and their curative capacity to 
promote their consumption. 
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The cultivation of lavender is a simple business to run and has many 





Evaluating the economic impact of lavender cultivation in the 
Transylvanian Plateau on rural development by obtaining profits from: 
- capitalization of lavender as a green plant after distilling and 
obtaining volatile oil and lavender water, which by marketing and obtaining 
effective products for human health with multiple properties, contributes to 
profits and implicitly leads to the well-being and development of the rural 
Transylvanian Plateau. 
- by capitalizing on lavender as a dried plant in the food, 
pharmaceutical, medical, industry, cosmetics and tourism fields. 
 
Materials and methods 
 
The study addresses and evaluates the importance of lavender 
production in the Transylvanian Plateau. Data from representative case 
studies were collected using direct interviews with farmers in Alba, Cluj, 
Mureș and Salaj counties to establish the economic sustainability of this 
production in the Transylvanian Plateau, respectively in Romania. 
In the Transylvanian Plateau, respectively the areas studied: Alba, 
Cluj, Mureș and Sălaj counties, lavender is cultivated on compact areas not 
very large of approximately 4-5 ha maximum at the level of small and 
medium farms (Figure 2) (Grecu, 2008). 
 
 




According to the studies carried out, it was found that the whole area 
of the Transylvanian Plateau presents favourable conditions for the 
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development of lavender so that the investment in such a plantation is 
profitable. 
The cultivated areas in the Transylvanian Plateau area studied 
according to the statistical data of the County Agricultural Directives are 
present in Table 1. 
 
Table 1 
Transylvanian Plateau Areas cultivated with lavender 
Transylvanian Plateau - Areas Cultivated Lavender / Area hectare 
ALBA  County 5,20 
CLUJ  County 25,30 
MURES  County 22,50 
SALAJ  County 8,00 
TOTAL 61,00 
(Source: DAJ Alba, Cluj, Mures, Salaj, 2020) 
 
The development stage of the plantations studied differs from year 1, 




Figure 3. Lavander culture year 1  




Figure 4. Lavander culture year 2 






Figure 5. Lavander culture year 3  




Figure 6. Lavander culture year 4  
(Source: personal archive photo at Lavanda Ioan Iacob, Ocna Mures, Alba) 
 
Investment and expenses (in average values) required for 1 hectare 
of cultivated lavender are present in Table 2. 
 
Table 2 
Investment and expenses- cultivated with lavander 
INVESTMENT / OBJECTIVES 
VALUE /RON  / 1 
hectare 
VALUE / EURO  
/ 1 hectare 
 
Acquisition of cuttings 28000 5833.33 
Digging acquisition 1620 337.5 
Purchase of scissors 2100 437.5 
Acquisition of support for land 4700 979.16 
Purchase of a car for transport 43000 9162.32 
TOTAL 69420 14462.5 
EXPENDITURE: land preparation, 
plantation maintenance and flower 
harvesting / OBJECTIVES 
VALUE /RON  / 1 
hectare 
VALUE / EURO  
/ 1 hectare 
Soil Preparation (Plowing, Discing 
and Leveling, Planting) 
3400 708.33 
Care (hoeing / mowing) 2000 416.66 
Mowing / Harvesting 2000 416.66 
Fertilization 1000 208.33 
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(Source: Societatea Tărâmul Lavandei, Mădăras, Mures 2020) 
 
In the first 3 years of the production obtained (in average values) the 
investment is covered. 
Only from the 4 year will the lavender culture have maximum 
production intended for sale, becoming profitable, as shown in Table 3. 
 
Table 3 
Production obtained in the first 4 years 
Product 
name 
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The study addresses essential aspects of the bioactive properties of 
lavender and the investment characteristics in lavender plantations through 
expenses with the establishment of the plantation, with the maintenance, 
with the harvesting and processing of the floral mass. 
Even if the establishment costs are high and the production is low in 
the first years, the lavender crop generates considerable profits, because 
once established it lasts on the same land for 18-20 years. 
Income from lavender capitalization: 
Test soil: PH and phosphor 500 104.16 
Distillation 1200 250 
TOTAL  10100 2104.16 
GRAND TOTAL 79520 16566.67 
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* By marketing lavender essential oil which in the summer of 2020 
had a market price of 100-150 euro / kg depending on the purity of the oil 
obtained. 
* By selling dried lavender in the form of floral arrangements, 
ornaments, bouquets and bags. 
* By marketing derivative products obtained from lavender oil and 
water. 




In conclusion, small and medium farms with lavender plantations in 
the Transylvanian Plateau accessible in rural areas to farmers who do not 
have a very large capital are profitable on small areas of land. 
The level of profit and success of the business depends on an 
efficient system of capitalizing on production by processing the mass of 
lavender flowers resulting in lavender essential oils and derived products. 
Based on the cases studied in the Transylvanian Plateau area, it 
turned out that the cultivation and processing of lavender is a sustainable 
business, but it remains a particularly important aspect that will be 
addressed in future studies part of this paper, namely to promote the 
consumption of lavender oil and derived products knowing their healing 
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